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TVSTATIONS
CARRYING THE HERALD OF TRUTH

FINi\NCIAL
STATEMENT
JUNE,

1954

Receipts

EXPENDITURES:
Broadcasting
Expense:
Tape Recording
939.01
Radio Time
20,712.18
Television
11,589,31
Wages
Office Expense:
Furn. & Fix.
Mail Room
Soc. Sec. Exp.
Office Supplies
Printing
Utilities
Tel. & Tel.
Rent
Miscellaneous
Total

Ill.

'54

Falls,

exceed

KCWB Tulsa,
KDllB

1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

Okla.
Texas

1:30 p.m.

Rock, Ark .

1 : 30 p.m.

Fla.

1:30 p.m.

KTXL San Angelo, Texas

4:30 p.m.

WTSE

3:00 p.m.

Jacksonville,

Knoxville,

Tenn ,

'54

38,472.83

expenses

by

$ 1,321.26

WA TR Waterbury,
WJHL

Johnson

1:00 p.m.

Texas

W!TV Ft. Lauderdale,

for June,

1:30 p.m.

Tenn.

KGNC Amarillo,

1,856.96

1 :30 p.m.
1 : 30 p.m.

Ala

Texas

Lubbock,

KARK Little

WJHP

Fla.

3:30 p.m.
3:00 p .m.

Conn.

City, Tenn.

1:30 p.m.

KIDO Boise City, Idaho

3:30 p.m.

KCRl Cedar Rapids,

1:30 p.m.

KPHO Phoenix,
KRLD Dallas,
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Texas

WCOV Montgomery,

WSIX Nashville,

14.94
405.22
39.51
87.78
917.05
17.17
169.28
150.00
56.00

1:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m.

Colo.

KTBC Austin,

33,240.60

2:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

Texas

KWF'l' Wichita

$39,794.09

2:30 p.m.

Miss.

KFEL Denver,

3,376.38

Expenditures

Receipts

WTVP Decatur,

WJ1'V Jackson,

$29,959.13
9,364.16
435.00
35.80
for June,

N.Y.

KCBT Harlingen,

RECEIPTS:
Paid on Pledges
Contributions
Transc.riptions
Miscellaneous
Total

WBUl•' Buffalo,

Iowa

1:30 p.m.

Ariz.

9:00 a.m.

Texas
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LETTER FROM A LISTENER

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE NEEDS

Toronto, Ohio
May 9, 1954
Dear Brother

Nichols:

We've meant to write you this letter a month ago, but
the happiness and great surprise and peace we have with God
thru His Son Jesus just filled us so completely that it seemed
this letter could wait a little while. This you will understand
as you continue reading.
Some time ago we wrote you of our interest in a Bible
Correspondence
Course. This way was shown to us one Sunday
as we listened to your wonderful sermon about our Lord. At
the time we were confused about many things pertaining to
religion, so we tuned in the radio on various religious programs, hoping to find some semblance of Christ's true Church
in this riresent day world of apostate
Christianity.
We 've
studied different religious denominations, read of them, listened
to their ministry, but the tone of the bell of "true Christianity"
somehow didn't ring until we turned the dial of the radio to
Abilene there in Texas, and here in 'foronto that spiritual
bell tinkled melodiou sly- and we lik ed it very mu ch . You see,
Brother Nichols, we were Catholics all our life, unti we found
the "way" and walked in the "light". We are getting our
Bible Course from East High St. Church of Christ, Springfield,
Ohio. They referred our name to the Steubenville
Church of
Christ to which, thank God, we have been added. Brother John
Cupp, of Miami, Florida, who was once a Catholic priest,
Baptized my wife and myself at the Steubenville
Church on
April 11, 1954. Now that we walk in the newness of life we
want to forget our past beliefs, and we shudder when we
think of how comp letely lost we wer e in our former r eli gious
life. That is all buried and forgotten now and we are ever
so thankful to our Heavenly Father for guiding us to His
beloved Son, to whom we have dedicated our lives.
We love to hear your radio ministry but miss it once
in a while when we go to church, so please put me on your
mailing list and send me your printed
sermons that you
broadcast.
Would like very much to recei ve your magazine
The Truth Herald . I've got a job to do in winning some souls
for Christ. We pray for you daily and are grateful to you for
your aid in pointing out to us that "straight and narrow" wayfor we have found it and it led us straight to Him. God bless
you.
Your Brother & Sister in Christ
Nick & Veronica Harvilak
P .S. Our children are enjoying
in Bible study eve ry Sunday.

their
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adventures

with

As a result of the spot announcement
made at the close
of the broadcast each week many hundr eds of requests are
being received for the free Bible Corresponder1'Ce Courses
being offered. The number of churches furnishing these courses
is by no means sufficient to cover the need. For this reason
we are publishing in this report the list of states in which
there are no churches furni shing courses that we kn ow .
Arizona
Idaho
Louisiana
Maryland
Maine
Massachusetts
Missouri
Missi ssippi
Nevada
New York

North Carolina
Oklahoma
Pennsylvania
South Carolina
South Dakota
Washington
West Virginia
Wyoming
Virginia

W e would surely be glad to hear from any congregati on
in thes e states having courses they would lik e to use in the
work mentioned
above. For those no t having cour se s the
followin g information
is give n . Brother Monroe H awley 3413
South Alabama St., Milwaukee , Wisconsin, together with other
gospel preachers has prepared a course consisting of thirty
lessons that we fee l is excellent for this typ e work . Brother
Hawl ey will send to any congregati on so desiring a sample
of this course. The entire group of thirty les son s is being sold
by Brother Haw le y at act ual cost of sixty cents pe r course.
At this point we would lik e to emphas ize that any cours e being
us ed by ch urch es in th eir re gul ar work can be us ed. We simply
had detailed information about the one print ed by Bro. Hawl ey.
It is our cons id ered opinion that this method of te aching
present s a wonderful avenue by which souls will be led to
Christ. If any congregation
fee ls that it would lik e to assist
in this m ann er of teaching God's wor d please let us h ea r from
you soon tha t we can place your name on the mailing list .

Th er e is no lon ge r a church in Tulsa , Oklahoma, nor
,vichit a, Kansas, sending out courses as they ha ve alre a dy
sent out more than th ey h ad originally pl anned.
If you would like to send your courses to a pa r ticular
territory or in support of mission work in an area where you
have a more personal interest please advise and we will make
every effort to se e that they are sent there.

Jesus
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

.

A second series of thirteen films and contract for tlu;~e en
more ~eeks of telecasting
time -;ere apprn -yed b:, the e ;~:
. f th Highland Church in a busmess mee tmg July . 5th.
buMoent officials extend ed th e deadline date from Friday July
'.2nd to Tuesday July 6.
.
·
d I dges
Due to the continued response in contributions _a~ P e d
h
.
feel assur e d that sufficient fun s
1
1 1:
~i ~1 t::
;;:ishing ~f th~ ~econd t:ir .~~enbt\~!
as well as paying for the time. Tins opmion 1s s a1
auditor who is a faithful member of the Church.
i utions
It will still be nece ssa ry to have more cash co:1tr b t to
·
t s I'f the TV program is to be earned
h' d ou rter
or comm1tmen
the extent planned . The decision in respect to the t Ir . q~!fore ·
of filming and time contract w)ll n ee c~ b~ ma~f a1~:s
mu st.
long . Thi s is espec ia lly true of the f1lm111g. tie b properly
b ordered in about four weeks if they are . o e . .
1_
fi~ished in time for the beginning of_ the _third qua~te1 t!dee
casting.
The decision as to purchasmg
time can_ e tom the
within the next twelve weeks or four weeks pnor
t·
finishing of the second quarter.
At this time we. wish to thank everyone, cong .rega ions,
elders and preachers
for the fine r~sporse _tod ~~:d c~~ :~:
assistance
in this emergency. We a 1e a so m e d ·a n the
gospel papers who so generously
gave space an
1
item stating our needs.
.
.
t
an
It will be greatly
appreciated
1f this anno_uncemen · c·
be made from your pulpits and on your bulletms.

~~!l
:J f~/~~~

GUEST SPEAKERS
During the months of August and Septem_ber th~ following
chedu1ed to speak on the radio portion of the
~:;!~~enotr;r~th
- program. Subjects are . not includ ed in the
list will b e made known as soon as possible.
August 1, E. R. Harper,
Subject, "The Church the Prophets
Saw".
August 8, E. R . Harper,
G d"
Subj ec t, "The Church and the Eternal Purpose of o .
Au,,.ust 15, E. R. Harper,
Sul;ject, "Memb ersh ip In the Church Christ Built".
August 22, E. R. Harper,
,,
Subje ct, "The House of ?od
Her Final Destiny.
August 29, John H. Bamster,
Subject, To be announced ..
September 5, Cecil N. VVnght,
Subject, To be announced later.
., ,,
September 12, Jack Meyer
Subject, "According to the P atte1 .1
September 19, Otis Gatewood,
Subject, To be announced later.
September 26, Don Gardner,
Subject, Provided Bro . Gardner ca n get back from
Africa in tim e.
Page 6

NOAH
By JAMES
Radio

Sermon

W. NICHOLS

No. 127

Television

Sermon

No, 21TV

July 4, 1954

One of the most unu sual things, and inde ed one of th e
most sta rtling about ourselv es is our reaction to situation s
year afte r year. There is an old saying, "Human n a ture never
changes".
Me n ancl women from the very creatio n by th e
hand of God hav e been inclined to rea ct to situa tions and
conditions just exactly like t heir for e bears reacted .
Today, though we may h ave many modern convenience s ,
though we may ride in automobiles,
listen to radios, look at
televi sio n , talk over telephones , and all of these other conveniences that we call civilization, our reactions are exactly as
the rea ctio ns of Adam . and Eve in the garden. We may change
our surroundings,
our clothes , our hair styles, but human nature r ema in s the same.
It would seem that we could learn by experience
of our
ancestors,
but our mi stakes are mu ch the same t hat have
been made year aft er year. Look at the history of the wars
of the world. Weapons are different;
uniform s are different;
the vesse ls in which we sail and the vehicle s in which we ride
are diffe re nt ; but the ba sic causes of war have never changed .

Whil e on the surface it may appear that hum a n natur e
changes with the race , the basic reacti ons will remain the
same . A bomb is dropped in China. As it comes whistling to
the groun d, the people of the Orient throw themselves on th e
ground in the same way and for the same reasons as do t he
people of Europe or Ru ss ia or Am e rica. We m ay nev er
have seen one another;
we don 't talk the same la ngu age;
we don't dress alike; we do not eve n look alik e. Custo ms a r e
diff erent;
traditions
and modes of ed uc a tion are diff er ent ,
but our rea ct ions are the same.
Sin ce these thin gs a re true, every recorded ex a mpl e of
m an's reactions to God and His commandm ents should s erve
as a guide to us ; either they will be a wa rning or els e th ey
will be an ins p iration. In the 11th chapter of Hebrews and
th e 7th verse we find record ed hoth wa rning and ins pir ation .
"By faith Noah , bein g warned of God , of things n ot seen as
yet, m oved wit h fear, prepared an a rk to the sa vin g of his
hou se; by th e which he condemned the wor ld , and b eca me
heir of th e righteousness
whi ch is by fa it h."
Tod ay we have Noahs who untiringly
devote th eir liv es
to the obedience to the comm a nds of God , but unfor tun ate ly,
Page 7
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we also have men just as those in the time
reject , scoff at, and ridicule God's way.

NOAH
of Noah

who

The scripture says, "By faith Noah, being warned of God
of things not seen as yet." A scientist says he cannot believe
in Heaven because he cannot see it . He says, "I cannot be:ieve in God, because I have not seen God. I do not believ e
in Christ because I have neither seen nor heard him." That
scientist is a strange man. H e will spend long hours in explaining the structure of matter, of atoms and ions, and you
ask him , "Mr. Scientist, can you see them?" And he replies,
'No, I just see the reactions."
·'Mr. Scientist, can you feel
·he atoms?" "No , I just feel the reactions."
And yet , he has
che audacity to say that he cannot believe in H eave n or
Christ because he has not seen them or he ar d them or felt
them. There is not a second that goes by th a t we cannot, if
we so desire, see and hear and fee l tl! e re actio ns of God an d
Chri st ahout u s. We talk about scientists being men of vision.
I tell you th at Noah was th e gr ea t es t of all scientists then for
he had fai th in God's word concerning things that had not
come to pass as yet.

•Ne n eed more like Noah who will place their faith and
tr u st in the commands of God and in His way; fa ith enough
that they will be willing to obey eve ryon e of them. I want us
to understa nd Noah's fait h and fe el its inspiring fingers electrify our hearts. How many of you would believe me if I said
this world was going to be destroyed by fir e? Perhaps some
of you would say, "I believe yo u be cause that is what God has
said." Too, we have seen the destructive
force of fire. Some
of us have perhaps felt its dev asta tin g he a t , but I wonder h ow
many of u s could and would believe the world would be
destroyecl by fire if we had never seen fire or h a d not see n
fire destroy. Would you ? God told Noah that th e world was
going to be destroyed by water, that it was going to r ain.
A thing that Noah had never seen, and yet he believed it.
Believed it enough to toil untirin gly day in and day out, year
after year, in building the ark.
The scripture says that Noah was moved with fear, but
he was moved into action. Noah believed that the world was
going to be destroyed, and he believed that God was able to
save him. But Noah did not simply fall down on his knees
and pray unto God, "Oh, God, save me. I know that thou art
all powerful and that you are able to save me, so just save
me ." No, it says that Noah being moved by fear, did what?
Prepared an ark to the saving of his house.
How did Noah prepare an ark to the saving of his house?
Regar dless of how many other arks there may have been,
all of the others were lost in the rampaging waters of the
flood. Noah prepared an ark to the saving of his house in that
he prepared it exactly as God had commanded it and preached
endlessly the words of righteousness.
God told Noah to build

NOAH
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an ark. Noah built an ark. He told Noah to build it of gopher
wood, Noah built it of gopher wood. He told him to make it
300 cubits long and 50 cubits wide and 30 cubits high and
Noah did that. He told him to pitch it within and without with
pitch. Noah did that . God said to make a window and a door
and Noah obeyed God's comm ands. And that is how Noah pre:
pared an ark to the saving of his house. Noah , by faith, heard
the commands of God and obeyed them saving himself and
'
his house.
Today, we bein g moved by Godly fear, can save ourselves
from a crooked and perverse generation. But do not think for
one moment that we can save ourselves by ourselves any more
than Noah could have saved himself by himself . There is not
a soul that does not admit that Noah was saved by grace and
by faith. But that faith was not made complete until he obeyed
the command of God in preparing the ark . Today when men
hear the gospel and receive it into good and honest hearts
they, by faith, are moved with fear and love to obedience fo;
the saving of their souls. The man that really believes in God's
power and God's word, as Noah did, is willing without question
to repent of every sin, to confess the blessed name of Christ
and to be buried with Christ in that grave of water by baptis~
that he might rise a new creature
in Christ Jesus; saved,
redeemed, cleansed from sin. Friends, if you are as Noah, and
if !ou rea~t to the co1;11mands of God as Noah did, you can
enJoy, not Just the_ physical escape from destruction, but escape
from the everlastmg
powers of Hell .
Yet there is something else that Noah did in preparing
the ark. The scripture
said that "Noah prepared an ark to
the saving of his house by which he condemned the world
a~d became the heir of righteousness,
which is by faith." How
did Noah condemn the world? Remember we said that reactions are duplicated generation after generation
and we can
see the duplication of the rea ction of people i~ the time of
Noah in this very day and age. As Noah built the ark he
did something more than just perform the work of a carpe~ter.
Every stroke of the axe, ever y beat of the hammer, every
cut of the saw was a lesson preached to his fellow man for
it signified that first of all he believed in God. Second ' that
he believed in God 's power , and that he believed that God
meant what He said when He commanded him to build an
ark.
I don't know how many sermons Noah preached, but Peter
in 2 Peter 2:5 says that Noah was a preacher of righteousness
and through that preaching
Noah condemned
the world. i
don't know what he said. I believe that he called them to
repentance. I believe that he pied with them to come into the
ark with him, but the Scripture anyway says that Noah by
the preparing of the ark condemned the world.
Someone

says,

"How

can a call to repentance

condemn
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NOAH

the world ?' ' When God com mands a man to perform a certain
a ct, that man is cond emned if h e does no t perform it. Did
you ever stop to thi n k th a t the same gospel that saves the
world condemns the world? Christ said in John the 3rd chapter
the 16th through
the 18th ve rses, "For God so loved the
world that he gave his only b egotten Son , that whoso ever
belie;eth
in him should not per ish, but have everlasting
life .
For God s ent not h is Son int o t h e world to condemn the world;
but th at the wor ld through him might be saved . He that believeth on him is not condem n ed: but h e that believeth not
is condemned already , because he hath not believed in the
name of th e only be gotten Son of God ." When God gives a
comma n d ther e a r e two fold prom is es given, one a bless in g
for obedience, on e of condem natio n for disobedience . Today,
when we preach the truth, the di sobe dient a r e condemned and
the obedient blessed.
My friends, when you h ea r a gosp el preacher plead with
you to believe, repent , confess, and b e baptized
and ~ou
reject it or part of it, those very commands are condemm~g
you to everlasting
destruction.
l sincerely hope that you will
think seriously today and obey i.he co mmands of the Lord.
But what was the rea c ti on of th ese pe opl e in the time
of Noah? I don't know, but I am sure that they were somewhat
tne same reaction of the people today. "Old Noah is crazy. He
says that it is going to rain. He says there is going to be a
flood. Has there ever been a flood? No . He said God is going
to destroy the earth. Has God ever de stroyed the earth? No .
He said the ark will sa ve him. H a ve we ever seen it float?
No. He says you must be in the ark to be saved . Do we not
have the hills and mountains t o which to climb? Why Noah
has become insane over religion. He is a fanatic." Let me
ask you a question. Would that have been your reaction to
the preaching of Noah? Is that you r reaciion to God's preaching today? Remember, my friends, that the world was condemned by the ark because the world rejected it. Today God's
truths and Christ's church stand as the rock of ages, cleft
for me, if we will only hide ourselves within its shelter. But
these very same truths and the Lord's blessed church stand
as the towering rock on which many a life will be ship-wrecked
because of rejection.
The scripture says that after the flood was. over only those
that were within the ark were safe . Do not for one moment
rest your chances of salvation in the desperate hope that God
will not allow you, because of his great love, to be destroyed.
Men and women in the time of Noah were just as much creatures of his handy-work as you and I are, but every living
creature on the face of the earth was destroyed except that
which was in the ark. Every soul was lost, but eight. Take
eight out of this vast audience today. It is a small number.
Yet only eight were saved. If Christ were to come on the
wings of power this day could you say, I am among the re-

HOW
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deemed? My friends , if you hav e not obeyed the Lord's commands, you stand, not with the redeem ed. but with the condemned . I pray with you this day to believe with all of your
heart, turn aside from the paths of unrighteousness,
stand
before your fellowman and confess th e blessed name of the
Savior, search out a gospel pr eacher and submit yourself to
God's will by being buried with your Lord in Baptism for the
remission of your sins . We ca n be saved today in a manner
like unto Noah . Peter tells u s in la n guage which cannot be
mistaken. "Which sometime were disobedient,
when once the
longsuffering
of God waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was a preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight souls were
saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth
a lso now save us (not the putting awa .y of the filth of the
flesh , but the answer of a good conscience toward God) by
the resuITection of Jesus Christ." I Peter 3: 20,21. Do not put
it off. Do not delay. For Peter says, "God is not slack concerning his promises, as some men count slackness;
but h
long-suffering
toward us, not willing that any should perish ,
but that all should come to repentance.
But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in th e night." Won't you come back,
those of you who have wandered
astray, repent and throw
yourself upon the mercies of God and plead for Christ's intercession? Do not scoff or reject , as those in time of Noah ,
but if you are subject to Heaven's invitation, like unto Noah
be ·moved with Godly fear into obedience and plunge yourself
in that fountain filled with blood .

HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE
By JAMES
Radio

Sermon

W.

No. 128

NICHOLS
Television

July

Sermon

No. 22TV

11, 1954

Recently, I heard a group of men as they passed out of
a popular religious building, talking, and as they were talking,
one of them said, "Oh, I wish that I could hear some of th e
good old time sermons again", Someone asked him what he
meant by the "good, old time sermons" , and he said, "It used
to be , when we went to services, that we would hear about
t he hope of heaven, and the promise that Christ has given us ,
and in knowing the hope of heaven, that also we should be
warned of the reality of hell." Whether we want to believe
it or not, there are men who array themselves
as preacher s
of truth who do not declar-e the fulness of the gospel. There
should be impressed upon the heart of every soul, and especially upon every individual who strives to preach the gospel,
that there is the responsibility
of teaching the whole truth
and nothing but the truth.
lt has become

popular

in these

modern

days , to leave out

J
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HOW

SHALL

WE

ESCAPE

HOW

part of the truth, and it has be come popu lar to pr each the
goodness and the mercy of Christ, and to try to shun: the terribleness of hell. In this popular vein of mind, men h ave begun:
to proclaim that there is no hell; that there will be no punish ;
ment; that all shall r est toge th er in heaven forever and ever .
Yet a soul who believes , or states that he believes in such
a thing, cannot believ e that the Bible is the word of God, for
there's hardly a page that we can turn where we do not find
warning of sonie kind .
Concerning the consequences
wages of sin is death."

of si n as Paul

~
I\

For nearly 2,000 years since that question was as ked,
men have been trying to answer it by the philosophies of man.
And yet time after time the answer co mes back in the word
of God that there is no escape if we neglect so great a salvation. Men may cry from now until the day of judgment that
there is no hell, and it will by no means change the reality
of hell. Even though I rail against the idea, that would have
no effect upon God's promise and warning that hell is awaiting
those who have disobeyed the Lord . Th e man who preaches
of heaven is obligated to prea ch of Hell. For them that neglect
to obey the Gospel there is no way of esca pe . When the
preacher realizes that there is no way of escape and that
t~e desti~y of the souls in the audience are depe~dent upon
his warnmgs, as he preaches God's word, he cannot afford to
shun to warn of hell and punishment to come.
The writer of Hebrews further exemplified and intensified
this when he said in the 12th chapter and the 25th verse, "See
that ye refuse not him that speaketh . For if they escaped not
who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not
we escape if we turn away from that speaketh from heaven."
We should never forget that God's love is a love that overwhelms us. He is kind and He is just . He does not want any
to be lost. "God so loved the world that He gave his only
begotten son that whosoever beli eve th in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life ." I am sure we are not able to
comprehend
the depths of God's love , but we on the other
hand must not be lull in the false security that because God
is so good and loves us so much He could not allow us to

WE
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perish. There needs to be imprint ed upon our hearts the fear
of God when we disobey Him . The wise man of old said,
"This is the end of th e matter;
all hath been heard; Fear
God, and keep his commandments;
for this is the whole duty
of man. For God will bring every work into judgment, with
every hidden thing, whether it be good, or whether it be
evil." Eccl. 12: 14,14.

sa ys, "The

Perhaps
the writer of H ebrews, in the second cha pte ~
and the first through the third verses, has given UiS the fullness and the summary of it all in these words: "Therefor e·
we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which
we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. Fo r
if the word spoken by angels was ste~dfast, and eve ry transgression and disobedience
received a just recompense of reward, how .shall we escape, if we neg lect so great a . salvation;
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord and was
confirmed unto us by them that heard him ."- How' shall we
escape if we neglect so great a salvation?

SHALL

The inspired writer of Hebrews says that "our God is
a consuming fire," and again, "it is a fearful thing to fall into
the hands of a living God." We need some of the old time
se rmons imprinted upon our minds, The awful reality of being
des troyed in hell. Christ in the sermon on the mount even
wen t so far as to warn, "And if thy hand cause thee to stumble,
cut it off; it is good for thee to enter into life maimed, rather
than having thy two hands go into hell, into the unquenchable
fire ." Mark 9: 43.
I want us to ha ve imprinted upon our hearts today as we
never have had before the destiny of them who are lost. "It is
appointed unto man once to die, and after that judgment" says
the Spirit and th e Lord desc ri bed that day of judgment for
them who are disobedi ent by sa ying, "And cast ye out the
unprofit ab le servant into the outer darkness;
there shall b e
weep ing and the gnashing of t ee th. Th en shall he say a ls o
unto them on th e left h and , Depa rt from me , ye cur sed , into
t he eternal fire whi ch is prepared for the devil and his ang els:
And these sh all go away into eterna l punishment
but the
rig ht eous into eternal life." Matt. 25: 30-41-46.
This eve rla sting fir e which cannot be quenched was not
prepared for man, but for the devil an d his ange ls. But that
is the destiny of him who is unprofitable
to God. John in
Revelati on des cribed this everlasting
fire by saying, "But for
the fearful, and unbelieving, and abominab le , and murderers,
and fornicator s, and sorc erer s, and ido laters , and all liars,
their part shall be in the lake that burneth with fire and
br imstone ; which is the second d eath." Rev . 21:8 .

f

Now I want us to see this. Hell is a place of outer
ness. There is no light . I have heard that men have
crazy as they groped about the depth of some mine or
trying to find th ei r way out. This outer darkness means
there will be no light of any kind and there shall be
there who shall be able to see and to guide us as the
are guided.

darkgone
cave
that
none
blind

Hell is a place where there shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth. Can you not picture hell as if it were a boiling pot
of souls, none of them able to see but stumbling and failing
and screaming and crying.
Hell is to be an everlasting

fire, a lake that burneth

with
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fire and brimstone . Do you know what brimstone is? It is
burning, moulten sulfur. Liquid fire, if you please. The Spirit
describes hell as a lake of fire . Someone says, "do you think
it is going to be literal fire?" I don't know. If the Lord hadn't
meant literal fire, what would he have said? I just know that
the Lord described it as such, and if it is not a literal fire
the11 it means that it will be worse than literal fire .
Hell is the place of the devil and his angels; the murder·
ers, the thieves, the whoremongers , all of the undesirable, and
hell will not be for just a moment. John says, "and the smoke
of their torment goeth up for ever and ever; and they have
no rest day and night, they that worship the beast and . his
image, and whose receiveth the mark of his name." Rev. 14:11.
It will not be for a day, for a month, for years, or centuries
but forever and ever.
Oh, it should make us go down on our knees before God
in thanksgiving that He has prepared a way of escape through
Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul warned of the coming punishment by saying, "and to you that are afflicted rest with us,
at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the
angels of his power in flaming fire, rendering
vengeance
to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus; who shall suffer punishment, even
eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the
glory of his might." II Thessalonians
1: 7-9. Yes, that is the
consequence of not obeying the Lord Jesus Christ .
Men today say that the gospel doesn't need to be obeyed.
And even some men have the audacity to say that you can't
obey the gospel. But Paul says that Christ will bring vengeance to them that obey not the gospel. We must realize
that we must face God, even as the writer of Heb. also says
that . "it is appointed upon men once to die; after that come13
the judgment." You and I and every soul both living and dead
must stand before the judgment bar of God and sentence
will be pronounced. Can we shun Christ? Can we refuse to
obey? Can we neglect so great a salvation that will literally
pull from the gates of hell and will guide us to the portals of
heaven? John says, "and if any was not found written in the
book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire ." Rev. 20: 15.
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and indi gn ation , tribu lation and anguish, upon every soul of
man that wor ke th evil, of the .Tew first, and also of the Greek;"
Romans 2: 8-9.
With all th e kindness possible I remind you, if you haven't
believed with all of your heart, your destiny is hell. "For
without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing unto Him".
Hebrew s 11 : 6. If you have not turned · aside from your sins
in repent a nce, your part shall be in the lake that burneth with
fire and brimstone, for God commandeth all men everywhere
t hat they should r epent, Acts 17: 30. If you have not confessed
your faith in Jesus as the Son of the living God your part
shall be with the devil and his angels, "for with heart man
believeth unto righteousness
and with the mouth confession
is . mad e unto sal vation." Unless you have gone down into
the water of baptism to be raised a new creature in Christ
Jesus, your name is not written in the book of life, for the
Holy Spirit moved Peter to say in answer to the question
what one must do to be saved, "Repent ye, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit." Acts 2:38. Remember the scripture says, "Whosoever
was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into
the lake of fire."
If you're outside of Christ, won't you heed the warning,
friend? Won't you turn to Christ? Won't you obey the gospel,
believe Him, repent of your sins, confess Him, be buried with
him in baptism and walk the strait and narrow path? And
those of you Christian friends, who have left the portals, the
gateway of the church, won't you come back? Won't you put
aside your sins, confess your sins before your fellowmen. The,
Lord is faithful to forgive you. Won't you come back? We're
pleading and begging that you'll come .
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You and I must stand before God and the book of life
will be opened . ,Could you say now at this time that you know
your name is written in the book of life? Could you? You can't,
my friends, if you have not obeyed the commandments of the
Lord. You can't expect you r name to be written in the book
of life if you've rejected Christ.

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and
my thoughts than your thought." (Isaiah 55: 8,9.) God, by these
words, sets forth the simple truth that He is so far above us
and our thoughts that we cannot think as He thinks and our
ways are not His ways.

You tod;iy may be determining whether or not your de.stiny shall be hell by your obedience or disobedience. The
Holy Spirit testified, "But unto them that are factious, arid
obey not the truth , but obey unrighteousness , shall be wrath

One of the favorite devices of Satan is to try to convince
us that we should be on an equality with God. That was his
device in the garden of Eden. He tried to persuade Eve that
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by eating the forbidden fruit she would be as God, and thus
she fell. After the destruction of the world by the flood, men
being prompted by the spirit of Satan thought that they could
reach to the heavens and be on an equality with God. They ,
therefore, began to build a tower that would reach unto the
heavens.
On through time Satan has tempted man with this thought
"I can be on an equal with God ." It would only be such an
attitude that would cause men and women to argue with the
Lord who made them .
Can you imagine some mechanism in the laboratory that
would begin to argue with its inventor? Neither can I comprehend the thinking of people who would argue with God
who created them and who through his son made possible
their reconciliation.
Yet Ch rist tells us that there are and will
be those who will argue with Him. At the conclusion of that
masterful
sermon on th e mount , Christ said, "Not everyone
that saith unto me Lord, Lord , shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he that doeth the will of my father who is in
heaven." There is no way that we can misunderstand
what the
Lord here says . The condition of entering into the kingdom
is doing what the Lord commands.
He continues by pointing out the fact that even in light
of this so simple and exact statement , men will argue with
him. He says, "Many will say to me in that day, Lord , Lord,
did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out
demons, and by thy name do many mighty works? And then
will I profess unto them, I nev er knew you : depart from me ,
ye that work iniquity ." (Matt . 7 : 22,23.)
The Lord with these words paints a picture of the day
of judgment.
Men are brought before Him. He opens. the
Book of Life, and he finds th e names of some not wntten
therein. Some of these will argue with Him as if to say,
"Lord, your record is not right." "Lord, you are mistaken
about it." "Why, Lord you know me." "Why I prophesied in
your name, I did many mighty works in your name. You are
just mistaken, there is somethin g wrong here ." I do not know
anything that is any more final than the answer the Lord
gives, "I never knew you." He doesn't argue with them as to
whether or not they prophesied in his name , as to whether
or not they performed many mighty works in his name. He
just says, "I never knew you. "
Well, why? He had already explained it in the previous
verses. "He that doeth the will of my father is the one who
stands justified." If we have not obeyed the commands of the
Lord we can stand and argu e with the Lord all we want. to ,
but he will say, "I know you not." John ex plains even further
the condition of knowing the Lord and the Lord knowing us
at that day of judgment . H e says , "And hereby we kn ow that
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we know him, if we keep his commandments.
He that saith,
I know him, and keepeth not his commandments
is a liar and
the. truth is not in him; but whosoever keepeth hls word, i~ him
verily hath the love of God been perfected. Hereby we know
that we are in him: he that saith he abideth in him ought himself also to walk even as he walked." (l John 2 :3-6 .) There
you have it.
. You can argue with the Lord all you want to. Y<'lu can
claim that you know him, but if you keep not his commandments you know Him not, and He will say, "I never knew you."
The Lord then paints a second picture of the same judgment. by saying, "Every one therefore that heareth these words
of mme, and doeth them, shall be likened unto a wise man
who built his house upon the rock; and the rain descended:
and the floo_ds came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and 1t fell not: for it was founded upon the rock. And
everyone that heareth these words of mine and doeth them
not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, who built his house
upon the ~and; and the rain descended , and the floods came,
and the wmds blew, and smote upon that house; and it fell:
and great was the fall thereof." (Matt. 7:24-27.)
. In this parable t_he Lord says there are two men, one a
wise ma~1, one a foohsh. And why was one wise and why was
on_e fool!sh? Becaus e of wh at they did. A flood is a terrible
thmg. I have stood and watch ed a raging river as it rolled
and tu1!1bled on carrying with it houses and cattle and trees
de stroyrn g almost. ev erything within its path. Then finally:
~s th~ wat ers begm to re ce de and the river begins to go back
m~o its n?rmal bound a ries , you would see, maybe one house
still standmg , because of its found ation.
. That is _the story of these two men. The man who was
wise was wise because he built his house upon the rock,
and. all of the floods could not destroy it. The other was
foolish because he built his house upon the sand, and it fell
and gre'.'lt was the fall thereof. And the Lord says that the man
who bmlds upon the rock is the man who heareth his words
and doeth them, and the man who is foolish is the man who
heareth and doeth them not.
N?w the clt.oice is yours as to whether or not you build
you~ life on the words and the commands of the Lord Jesus
Chnst or whether you are willing to take a chance on the
words and doc.trine of m~n . The decision is just that simple.
Some of you m the audience today, though you have heard
the words of Christ, "He that believeth and is baptized shall
be save~," ~re willin~ to take a chance on the theory of
men tha, ~a1th alone 1s eneugh, and chances are at the last
d~y Y,?u will stand bef?re the Lord and you will argue with
him, Now Lord, I believed in you. I didn't doubt that you
were the Son o{ God. Surely you know me." You will stand
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There are others of you who have heard the words of
the Lord through the apostle Paul, "An~ ~e is the ~ead of
th e body, the church:
who is the begmmng,
the firstbor!l
from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence." You have by these words then heard that the body
of Christ is the church. At the same time you have heard the
words of Paul in I Cor. 12: 20, "There is but one body." Leaving the only conclusion, there is but one church. _But you are
willing to build your religious life upon the doctrme that 01;1e
church is just as good as another, and cha nces are you will
stand before the Lord and you will argue with him, "Lord,
I did many mighty works in the name of Christianity.
Why,
Lord you know it doesn't make any difference
whether
I
was 'a member of t he ch urch you established or not." But the
Lord won't arg u e back with you. He will simply say, "Depa rt ,
I know you not. " I wish it were not so .. But some of _sou
h aving heard Peter, "An d in none other is there s~lvat~on:
for neither is there any n ame under heaven, that is given
among
men, wherein
we must
be saved,"
still contend
that there is nothing in a name and that the namE: of any
man or any theory is just as good as the Lord'~· You may
stand before the Lord, but he won't answer you with ~n argument. His answer will be, "Depart, I never knew you.
There are still others of you in the audience who have
heard and know as children of God, "Now the works of the
flesh a r e manifest, whi ch are these: fornication,
uncleann~ss,
la scivio usness,
idolatry,
sorcery,
enmiti es, strife, jealousies,
wraths , fact ious, divisions , parties,
e nvyin gs, drunkenness,
revell in gs, a nd such like; of which I forewarn you, even as I
did forewarn you, that they who practice such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God." Galations 5: 19-21. But you
are willing to take a chance that your dr!n~ing and. your
carousing
and your revelling and your las c1v10usn ess 1s a ll
right, and chances are you will stand before the thronE: of
God and argue with the Lord, "Lord, you know I was bapt1z~d
and Lord, you know th at I believed in you," but the Lord will
s im ply s ay, "I know you not."
Others of you have heard the words of the spirit, "not
forsaking our own assembling to ge ther , as the cu stom of some
is, but exhorting one another;
and so much the more as _ye
see th e day drawing nigh." (Hebrews
10:25.) Bu t you fmd
other things more interesting
than the worshi? of ~od ~nd
someday you may stand before the Lord argumg with Hun,
telling Him all the thin gs that you have done, but the Lord
won't arg u e with you. The matter is closed. Oh, there are so
many things that we could talk a b out, but time does not permit. Yon see it and you feel it. You are building your house
upon the sand when you obey not the commands of the Lord.
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Then in the last day, as the floods sweep away hous es and
cities, your soul shall be swept into the lake of fire. My friends,
will you not today build your hope on the rock of ages, the
words of Jesus Christ the Lord?

"AM I BECOME YOUR ENEMY"
By JAMES
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15, 1954

One of the great problems facing every preacher
is the
heavy responsibility
of speaking the truth regardless
of what
may be the consequences.
I suppose it is human nature th at
ca uses a man to become offended by another even though the
truth is spoken. Many a pre ac her has become an enemy in
the minds of m embe rs of the a udi ence merely because he
spoke the truth. Yet, this is hard for me to comprehend.
We go to a doctor and we expect that doctor to deal with
us honestly. If he finds that we have a condition that requires
surgery or that demands that we cease certain things, we do
not become offended when he tells us, but rather we feel that
that is the responsibility
of his profession. If he found certain
things and refused to tell us because of fear of offending us,
we would feel that he had violated the trust of his position.
And if sickness or death resulted, he was a contributing
factor.
Preachers
of the gospel are in an identical
position.
Heavy upon thei r hearts is the responsibility
of preaching
the truth and leading no one astray. As the preacher
sits
down to choose his subject and to prepare his lesson from
God's w0rd, ther e should be ever before him the r espo nsibilit y
that h e has to God to speak those things that God gives in
His word; the resp onsi bility to be honest with himself; and
above all, the r esponsibility
to the souls of all of those who
shall h ear his word s. The preacher is as human as any other.
He desires companionship
and friends. I wish it were possible
for me to give comfort to every man so that I might h ave
the friendship and the fellowship of a ll men, but above every
friendshiv and every association
there must reign the r es ponsibility of truth. I have been ca ll ed upon at times to say
things that I realize may create animos ity in the hearts of
those to whom the truth applies . But friendship or animosity,
fellowship or rejection, I must preach the truth. For the gospel
is God's power unto salvation.
Paul was faced
of his letter to the
close to his heart in
preached throughout
his heart, still when

with a similar situation
in the writing
church of Galatia. These brethren
were
that by his mouth h a d th e gospel b ee n
their region. While they were close to
he discover ed that they were turning
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th he was compelled to write,
away from the paths of ~r~l removing from him that called
"I marvel that ye are. so qu1c Y different gospel; which is not
you in grace of Christ unto a·e some that trouble you, and
another gospel: only there
Christ . But though we, or an
woulct pervert the gospe o reach unto you any gospel othe~
t you let him be anathema.
an"el from heaven , should ~
th;n that which !e pre~?h; G~fa~ians,' who did bewitch yo~:
Galatians
1: 6-8. 0 foo 1s Christ was openly set forth cruel
before whose eyes Jesus
fi ed." Galatians 3: 1.
.
d close friends severely be
He rebuked his br et1:tren ;nt at the same time realizing
that existed so that
ca use of their _ tran~ g'.es s1~ns f~endship
that he was Jeprod1z1~Zv:::C then is that gratulation of yourhe was moved to say,
·t
" that if possible, ye would have
selves? for I bear you w1 nes;i~en them to me. So then am I
the truth?" Galatans 4: 15,16.
plucked out your eyes an~ "
become your enemy, by tellmg you
da
Am I to become
.
That is the same quest10~u I t~!k t;.~1th~- Am I to become
ll dyh ·p and fellowship because
I
Your enemy becauseour I fte_
nen s 1
·
k?
ostrac ized f rom Y
.
that come from this boo ·
speak the words of warmng
I
in the audience today to whom
There are some of you
•
f a concerned heart, for
must sp ea k with all of the ~rankn:ssu~truth.
You beli eve and
you have been led to believe ba s ved is believe that J es us
t eac h that all one mu st do to ee s:Vior of mankind. You ho~d
Chr ist is the son of .God and ~h of salvation by faith only is
dear the statement "th e doct1~ ~ But will all of the kindnes s
a doctrine very full of com or l . is not the teachin g of God 's
poss ibl e 1 remind you that sue 1
word .
. h b t not by faith alon e.
True, we are sav ed by fa1t • u
.
an that faith
our fath er
Jam es says, "But wilt thou know, Ot vAa:a:am
k · barren? W a s no
apart from wor s 1.8
up Isaac his son upon
• offered
justi fied by works, m tth:it ~e faith wrought with his works,
the altar? Thou see~ h 1a d perfect . and the scripture was
and by works wa~ fa1t ma e ah~m b~lieved God, and it was
fulf ill ed which saith, and_ Abr
. and he was called the
t h ·m for ri ghteou sness,
.f. d nd
reckoned un o 1
b
orks a m an is just1 1e , a
fri end of God. Ye see that thy ;odY apart from th e spirit is
not only by faith. For a s
e
·k ·s dead" Jam es 2:20-24,
dead even so faith apart from wo_1 s 1
.
•
·t
.
It
could
be
no
plainer
.
26 There 1 1s.
.
1 t
perfect by his works,
A man's faith is made ci~~ e e ':f Christ The writer of
not works of the ~~w, ~~~ho
being t;ied , offered up
Hebrews tells us By da1 l dly received the promises was ofIsaac: yea, he that ha g a on-" Hebrews 11 : 17. But James
fering up his only begotten s . l te or perfect by his works.
says that his faith was made comp e
.
of Christ, states so
He "rews, speaking
The writer of
"'

ti

A\;!~~~
.

plainly "t h ough he was a Son, learned obedience by the things
which he suffered; and ha ving been made perfe ct, he became
unto all them that obey him the author of eternal salvation;"
Hebrews 5: 8,9. Paul further elaborates on it by saying, "and
being found in a fashion as a m an, he humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death , yea, the death of the cross."
Philippians 2: 8.
Christ was not made perfe ct or complete as a Savior of
mankind until He had become obedient even unto death, and
being made perfect through Hi s obe-dience, He became the
author of eterna l salvation to those who in turn should obey
Him.
My friends, no matter how sincerely you m ay have believed or taught others that faith alone is enough, I must remind you that God's word tea ches we mu st repent. " The times
of ignorance therefore God overlooked: but now he commandeth men that they should all everywhere repent: " Acts 17: 30.
I must also remind you that you must have the courage to
stand and confess your faith in Christ. "For with the hear t man
belie ve th unto righteousne ss; and with the mouth confession
is made unto sa lv ation. " Romans 10: 10. Thou gh I may become
you r enemy, I must plead with you to he ar the words of Christ,
he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
disbeliev et h shall be condemned. Ma rk 16:16 . No matter who
you are or what you are, if you have not su r rendere d your
heart and lif e in obedien ce to the Lord, placing your faith and
trust in Him through His commands you stand witho ut hope
before God. Am I become your ene my because I t ell you th e
truth?
There are others in the audi ence today who stand in error
and I feel h eavy upon my shoulders the responsibility
for your
souls. You have been tau ght and you have believed that the
Bible teaches that baptism may be a sprinkling , or a pouring
or immersion,
but Paul de sc ribed bapti sm in these words,
"Or are ye ignorant that all who were baptized in to Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried t herefore
with him through baptism into death: that like as Chr ist was
raised from the dead throu gh the glory of the Father, so we
also might walk in newn ess of life. For if we have becom e
unit ed wit h him in the likeness of his death , we shall be also
in the liken ess of his resurrection;"
Romans 6: 3-5. Notice
Paul says that baptism is a burial and that we become united
in the likeness of his death , or in a death like His, that we
might be raised in a resurrection
like His. Christ died and
Christ was buried. The Koine Greek word Baptizo, meant to
immerse or dip or plunge . Would · you my friends hear these
men who stand as authorities in their own particular religious
field. Martin Luther (founder of Lutheranism)
Opera , Tom. I.
p. 72: "The name baptism is Greek; in Latin it can be rendered
imm ersion, when we immerse anything in water, that it may
be all covered with water. And although that custom has now
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grown out of use . . . yet they ought to be entirely immersed,
drawn out. For this the etymology of the
and immediately
name seems to demand." John Calvin (founder of Presbyterianism),
Institutes,
Book IV Chap. XV, Sec. 19: "The very
word baptize signifies to immerse;
and it is certain that im·
mersion was the practice of the primitive church." On John
il: 23 he i,ays, "Here we perceive how baptism was administered
among the ancients,
for they immersed
the whole body,"
Philip Schaff
(Presbyterian),
History
of Apostolic Church,
p. 568: "Immersion,
and not sprinkling,
was unquestionably
the origii,al form ." John Wesley (Methodist), Notes on Romans
6:4 "\Ve are buried with him, alluding to the ancient manner
of baptizing by immersion." Mises Stewart (Congregationalist),
Mode of Baptism, p. 51: "Bapto and baptizo mean dip, plunge
or imm erse into any liquid." Cardinal Gibbons (Roman Cathop. 275: "For several centuries
lic) 1, Faith of Our Fathers,
aft ( r "th e establishment
of Christianity , baptism was usuallY
conferred
by immersion;
but since the twelfth century the
practice of baptizing by affusion has prevailed in the Catholic
Church, as this manner is attend@d with less inconvenience
th a n u~ptism by immersion"
Yet, far and above all else, there is the record of the
conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch, which demonstrat e s unto
us so vividly how one is to be baptized. You remember how
the spirit of the Lord directed Philip to approach the chari ot
of the Ethiopian
Eunuch and there he heard the Eunuch
The Eunuch asked
reading a prophecy of the Old Testament.
him to come into the chariot and explain the scripture
to
him. "And Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this
scriptur: ~, preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on the
way , they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith,
Behold, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they both
went down into the water , both Philip and the eunuch; and
he bapt,ized him . And when they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip; and the eunuch
saw him no more, for he went on his way rejoicing." Acts
8: 35-39.

My friends, am I to become your enemy because I tell
you the truth? I pray not, for if I should cause you to be my
enemY then you maY not hear the warning. The things that
I say , the warnings I give, I pray are the truth from God's
word, for we shall all be judged by the book, His way, His
commands.
The proph€t Ez<!kiel in Ezekiel the 33na chapter records
how that. God said unto him that when the people appointed
a man to be a watchm~n, t ha t man became responsible
for
all of these who w ere in the city. If he saw the enemy coming
a nd did not warn the people and they died, their blood would

be required at h is hand
b t his IIfe.
"' em'edu
fl ed not, he had re"e
i_f h~ warned

the people and they

" So thou , son of man 1
the hou se of Isr 1.
'
have set the
and give th em w:r~i n ;hf~·refore hear the !o~d w:ttchm an unto
0 wicked ma
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"
om me. When I
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to
. th n,_ ou sh a lt surely di
say unto the wicked
.
e, and thou d t
warn . e wi cked fro
11
in liis iniquity
but
!11 is way; that wicke os not speak '
Nevertheless
i·f' tho
his blood will I requ1· d man shall die
·
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·
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h
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y
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wa
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.
Y soul. " Ezekiel 33: 7-9
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